Shirley Hannan
National Portrait
Award 2026

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Shirley Hannan National Portrait Award?

The Shirley Hannan National Portrait Award (the Award) is a biennial award of $50,000
presented to the artist who, in the opinion of the guest judge, submits the best portrait painting.
To be eligible, the work must be a realistic depiction of a particular living person, with the
subject known to the artist and aware of the artist’s intention. Self-portraits are eligible subject
submissions.

Who can enter?

The Award is open to all Australian artists, or permanent residents, over the age of 18 at time of
entry.

Who cannot enter?

As SECCA is a service of Bega Valley Shire Council (BVSC), employees of BVSC, Bega Valley
Shire Councillors, and their families are not eligible to enter the Award.

Is there an entry fee?

Yes, $35 (GST incl.) per artwork.
Is the entry fee refundable?

No, entry fees are non-refundable.
How do | submit my entry?

All entries must be submitted online via the SECCA website (www.secca.com.au) by the entry

deadline, including upload of images and payment of the entry fee.

When are entries due?

Online entries are due by midnight, Tuesday 6 October, via the SECCA website.
How many entries can | submit?

Artists can submit as many entries as they would like, however, each artwork requires a
separate entry form and fee payment. Only one work per artist will be eligible for selection for
the finalist exhibition.

| have an artwork that is created using a combination of mediums. Can | enter it?

Entries can be mixed media however the work must be considered substantially painted in
order to qualify. Refer to the Award Terms and Conditions for more information.

What size and weight of artworks do you accept?


http://www.secca.com.au/

200 x 200 cm (2 metres squared) is the largest size area an artwork can be inclusive of frame.
The Award weight limit for artworks should not exceed 35kg.

My work has multiple parts, can | enter?

Yes, artworks may be single or multi-panel but cannot exceed the overall total area of 200 x
200 cm, this includes the specified spaces between pieces of an artwork.

My work was produced prior to October 2024. Can | enter it in the 2026 Award?
No, only paintings completed since October 2024 are eligible for entry in the 2026 Award.
Can an entry be submitted from a collective?

Yes, submissions from collectives are accepted and will be treated as a single entry. Please
submit one entry form and list one artist as the key contact.

How do | make payment for my entry?

Payment is made through the link in the entry form. After confirming that you have read and
accepted the Terms and Conditions, you will be directed to a secure Square payment page to
pay the $35 submission fee. Once your payment is complete, your receipt will be emailed to
you,

What if | don’t have a computer to enter and pay onling?

Artists who do not have access to a computer or have accessibility issues with an online entry
should contact SECCA.

How wiill | know if my entry form has been received?
Once your form has been submitted online, you will receive a copy of your submission via email.
How is the judging conducted?

Judging will take place in two stages. Finalists will be determined from online submissions by a
selection committee and the winner will be selected by an invited judge.

The selection committee and judge will be appointed by the SECCA Gallery Director.

Only entrants selected as finalists are required to deliver their artwork to SECCA for the Award
exhibition.

| made a mistake on my entry form. What should | do?

If there is a mistake on your entry please email SECCA at secca@begavalley.nsw.gov.au before
entries close and staff will make the necessary changes to the entry form.

Can the work have been shown before?
Yes, but it must not have been exhibited at SECCA previously.

Can | change my artwork after entering?



No. Once submitted you can no longer change the artwork from that in the entry form.
| am an emerging or early career artist. Can | submit a statement or bio in place of a CV?

Yes. Artists may submit a statement or biography in place of a CV to share their training,
experience and areas of interest/ exploration.

What should | include in my artist statement?

The artist statement should give key information about the artwork including who the subject of
the work is, why the artist is interested in them and how the work was created. The statement
can also include a short artist biography including key information about the artist’s training,
experience and areas of exploration. This statement will inform the selection committee and
judge about the work as well as be used to promote the artwork if selected for the Award
exhibition.

Is there freight assistance if my work is selected as a finalist?

Yes, in acknowledgment of the costs in freight, packing and preparing your entry for exhibition,
SECCA wiill assist all finalists with a $200 freight bursary payment.

Is my artwork available for sale whilst on exhibition?

Artworks will not be available for sale through SECCA. However, SECCA will pass on contact
information of any interested buying parties to the artist or their nominated agent.

Are there hanging requirements for selected artworks?

Yes. All finalist works must be exhibition ready. This means professionally framed or works on
stretchers fitted with D Rings suitable for its size and weight, and without hanging wire.

When will | know if my work has been selected as a finalist?

SECCA will advise entrants of the pre-selection outcome by email in October 2026. After this
notification, finalist names will be posted to social media and the SECCA website announcing
their selection for the exhibition. Finalists will be emailed with promotion assets to help them
spread the news.

Will | receive a loan fee for the exhibition of my selected work?
Yes, all finalists will be paid a loan fee of $335 for the loan of work for the Award exhibition.

If my artwork is selected for the exhibition, when do | deliver my artwork to SECCA?

Artworks selected for inclusion in the exhibition are to be delivered to SECCA from
Wednesday 25 November to Thursday 3 December 2026. Delivery hours are between
10am-4pm on weekdays. SECCA wiill liaise with all finalists to confirm freight transport
arrangements.,

Artwork delivery address: South East Centre for Contemporary Art (SECCA),
1Zingel Place, Bega NSW 2550,
Phone: (02) 6499 2201



Please ensure that your full name, contact details and artwork title are on the back of the work.

Please note that artwork packing materials will be retained and reused for the artwork’s return
freight at the end of the Award exhibition. Please ensure packing materials are clearly labelled.

Who pays for transport of the work?

Artists are responsible for delivery, return, and transport insurance costs. As referred to above,
SECCA wiill assist all finalists with a $200 freight bursary payment.

Does the Gallery insure my work?

Yes, while itis at SECCA, it is insured at the artist’s stated value.
Will my work be acquired as part of the Award?

No, the Award is non-acquisitive.

Who can | contact if | have questions?

If you have any questions at any stage of the process, please get in touch Monday to Friday
between 10am and bpm AEST:

P: 02 6499 2201

E: secca@begavalley.nsw.gov.au
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