Shirley Hannan
National Portrait
Award 2026

Terms and Conditions of Entry

Key Dates

Entries open: Wednesday 8 July 2026

Entries close: midnight, Tuesday 6 October 2026

Finalists announced: October 2026 (Applicants will be advised via email if artworks are

selected for the finalist exhibition)

Delivery of artworks: Wednesday 25 November - Thursday 3 December 2026, (SECCA

opening hours for delivery: weekdays 10am-4pm).

Opening event and Award winner announcement: Friday 11 December 2026, 5.30pm-

7.30pm

Exhibition dates: Saturday 12 December 2026 - Saturday 27 February 2027

Guidelines

1. The Shirley Hannan National Portrait
Award (the Award) will be presented to the
artist who, in the opinion of the guest
judge, submits the best portrait painting. To
be eligible, the work must be a realistic
depiction of a particular living person, with
the subject known to the artist and aware
of the artist’s intention. Self-portraits are
eligible subject submissions.

2. The Award is open to all Australian
artists, or permanent residents, over the
age of 18 at time of entry.

3. The Award is non-acquisitive. The Award
recipient will receive $50,000 and no
further funds wiill be distributed in
recognition of being the Award recipient.
The Award recipient should obtain their
own professional advice in respect of any
taxation implications.

Artwork Submission

Each applicant must complete the
following requirements to be eligible for
this award:

4., Submit a completed entry form by the
closing date. A receipt of entry will be
issued via email.

5. An entry fee of $35 (GST incl.) is required
to be paid to enter the Award. Payment
must be made electronically at time of
entry, via the payment portal available
through the entry form. This fee is non-
refundable.

6. Artworks must not exceed the
dimensions up to 200cm x 200cm in size
or equivalent area, inclusive of frame. \Work
may be multi-panel as long as it is
considered a single work and the overall
dimensions do not exceed the size or



weight limits. All work must be below 35kg
weight, inclusive of frame.

7. Entries may be painted in any paint
medium, defined as pigment in a liquid
medium (e.g. oil, acrylic, watercolour,
natural pigment). The work must be
predominantly painted, but may
incorporate to a lesser extent other
mediums such as drawing, printmaking,
photography, collage or mixed media.
Works that do not include painting or are
primarily sculptural or other mediums are
excluded.

8. All work must be the original work of the
submitting artist and not infringe the
copyright, moral rights or other rights of
any third party.

9. Artists are asked to submit an artist's
statement specific to the artwork, an up-
to-date CV and artist’s bio, and digital
images of both their subject and of the
work for pre-selection with their online
entry.

10. Works are eligible if they have been
completed since October 2024 and must
not have been exhibited before at SECCA.

11. There is no limit to the number of entries
an artist can submit, however a separate
application form and entry fee must
accompany each entry. Only one work per
artist will be eligible for selection for the
finalist exhibition.

12. All entries must have D-rings attached
(no wires) ready for hanging.

13. Entries must be clearly marked on the
back with the artist's hame, contact details,
date of completion and title of work.

14. The work must depict a person who is
living at the time of entry. Artists are

responsible for ensuring they have their
subject’s consent to create and submit the
work,

15. If selected as a finalist, the artist will
need to provide confirmation of their
subject agreeing to the work being entered
in the award. Finalists will be sent a form
for their subject to complete and sign,
confirming their consent.

16. Artist can mean both an individual
and/or a collective. A collective would be
considered a single entrant. If the entry is
submitted by a collective (a collaboration
between two or more artists), any
payments, if applicable, will be shared
between all parties.

17. Artists will be notified by email in
October 2026 regarding the outcome of
their entry. The list of finalists will also be
posted on the SECCA website.

18. As SECCA is a service of Bega Valley
Shire Council (BVSC), employees of BVVSC,
Bega Valley Shire Councillors, and their
families are not eligible to enter the Award.

19. Works that have been made with the
use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) are not
eligible for the Award.

Judging

20. All entries submitted will be reviewed
by a selection committee and the final
Award selection made by an invited judge.
The selection committee and judge will be
appointed by the SECCA Gallery Director.

21. SECCA reserves the right to reject any
work deemed unfit to exhibit (including
works that differ greatly from entry
photographs).



22. The 2026 judge will be announced in
advance on the SECCA website.

23. The judge’s decision will be final, and
no correspondence will be entered into.

Artwork delivery and collection

24. Artists selected as finalists are
responsible for freight of their work to and
from SECCA, including any costs incurred
in the transport and packing of work. Artists
are also responsible for insurance of their
work for transport to and from SECCA.

25. To support finalists in the freight of
selected work to and from the gallery,
SECCA wiill provide all finalists with a
contribution of $200 (plus GST if artist is
registered) as a one-off payment after
receipt of work at SECCA.

26. Please make sure that works are
suitably packed and labelled with the
artist's name, so that they can be returned
in the same packaging.

27. All finalist’s work is to be delivered to
SECCA between Monday 23 November
to Thursday 3 December 2026. Delivery
hours are between 10am-4pm Monday-
Friday. SECCA cannot store works before
the delivery dates, and no late freight
deliveries will be accepted. SECCA wiill
liaise with all finalists to confirm freight
transport arrangements.

Artwork delivery address: South East
Centre for Contemporary Art (SECCA),
1Zingel Place, Bega NSW 2550,
Phone: (02) 6499 2201

Upon arrival at SECCA, work will be
inspected for damage prior to being
accepted for exhibition. Damaged work will
be returned to the artist at the artist’s
expense without liability to SECCA.

28. Collection of work at the conclusion of
exhibition must be made between
Thursday 4 March and Friday 5 March
2027 (between 10am-4pm). Artists who are
unable to arrange collection during this
period due to exceptional circumstances
must contact SECCA before the collection
period to discuss alternative arrangements,
SECCA accepts no responsibility for
artworks not collected within the
designated collection period.

Exhibition

29. All finalists will receive a loan fee of
$335 (plus GST if artist is registered) as a
one-off payment for the loan of selected
work for the inclusion in the Award
exhibition. The work must be available for
exhibition at SECCA for the duration of
exhibition period. Fee to be paid after
receipt of work at SECCA.

30. The Award exhibition will be held at the
South East Centre for Contemporary Art
(SECCA), Bega, and will be open to the
public from Saturday 12 December 2026 to
Saturday 27 February 2027. Admission is
free.

31. The Award recipient will be announced
at the official opening event on Friday 11
December 2026 at SECCA and online. The
opening will take place in the gallery from
5.30pm-7.30pm.

32. Artworks in this exhibition are not for
sale through SECCA. However, SECCA will
connect interested parties with the artist
and/or the artist’s agent.

33. The Exhibition closes at 2pm on
Saturday 27 February 2027.

34. SECCA will maintain adequate
insurance against loss, damage, theft and



destruction of the artist’s work while at
SECCA.

Publicity and promotion

3b. Artwork documentation provided at the
time of entry may be used for the following
purposes: publicity of the Award, SECCA
and BVSC; critical review, creating a non-
commercial archive, non-lending reference
and/or database of the Award.

36. SECCA is permitted, on a non-
exclusive basis, to reproduce finalists
works in print or electronic media for the
purposes of advertising, promotion, and
documentation of the Award, SECCA and
BVSC.

37. The artist retains copyright of the work.
SECCA wiill attribute the artist (and
photographer if applicable) when exhibiting
or reproducing the artist's work.

38. Non-commercial photography within
the exhibition will be permitted.

Indigenous cultural and intellectual
property rights

39. Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual
Property (ICIP) recognises the ongoing
rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples to protect their cultural
knowledge, stories, symbols, language and

connections to Country. SECCAis
committed to ensuring that Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander cultural knowledge is
treated with care and respect, and so we
ask if there are any cultural permissions
required for the Award entry or that may
affect the attribution, display, or
reproduction of the work. Artists are asked
to let SECCA knowv if there are any cultural
conditions around how their work can be
shown, described or reproduced. These
cultural rights always stay with the artist
and their community, and SECCA will work
respectfully with artists to ensure ICIP is
honoured.

Privacy Management

40. The personal details requested on the
entry form will only be used for the purpose
of processing your entry, keeping records,
and establishing your identity in
accordance with BVSC's Privacy
Management Plan.

Interpretation of the Terms and
Conditions

41, In the event of a dispute regarding the
interpretation of the Award terms and
conditions, the decision of SECCA shall be
binding on all parties.



